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Dear Parents,

The school year is drawing to a close and it is important to take time to
reflect on the learning journey we have undertaken. Please take time to
talk to your child about their learning and about their successes and
achievements. We encourage our students to think each day about what
they have learned, but it is also important to think about the bigger
picture focussing on what they have learned over the year and what
they want to learn next year.

Compass has made news recently with the outstanding Art Exhibition
and Junk Deluxe Fashion Show. We were privileged to welcome His
Excellency Dr. Hamad bin Addulaziz Al Kuwari, Minister of Arts,
Culture and Heritage to the Grand Hyatt on Thursday 03 June. HE Dr.
Al Kuwari watched the fashion show and then cut the ribbon to open
the Art Exhibition entitled ‘One Planet - One Future’. The Art
Exhibition is open until 10 June. | must take this opportunity to express
my thanks to Mhairi McAinsh, our art teacher, for her inspiration and
leadership in making the exhibition happen and bringing out the very
best in our students.

The Parents Social Committee worked very hard to put on the Bingo
and Quiz Evening and | thank them for all their work in helping to
offer more community activities.

John Todd
Head of School

International

Curriculum

‘8 UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
International Examinations

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

An international school located in the State of Qatar owned and managed by
Education Overseas Qatar LLC (CR No. 33520)




Grand Hyatt Art Exhibition and Fashion Show

Many of our secondary students participated in the programme. A full set of images is available to view
on the website at: http://www.cisdoha.com/NewsandInformation/ArtExhibition. | have included a few
images below to give a taste of the colour and glamour that we experienced. Congratulations to all the
students who participated. | was proud of your efforts and many parents and visitors have commented
on the high standard of the exhibited works.

The stars of Junk Deluxe with HE Dr.
Hamad Al Kuwari, Minister of Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage, Mhairi McAinsh, Art
Teacher, and John Todd, Head of School

HE Dr. Hamad Al Kuwari cuts the
ribbon to open the Art Exhibition ‘One
Planet One Future’ at the Grand Hyatt
Hotel, Doha on Thursday 03 June 2010.

With special thanks to the Manager and
Staff of the Grand Hyatt Hotel, Doha
for hosting our Art Exhibition and
Fashion Show and for being so helpful
and supportive to students and staff.

09 June 2010



Pictures from the Art Exhibition - One Planet One Future

Update on Building at the Rayyan Campus

| am pleased to be able to report that we have continued to make progress on the Rayyan Campus
developments but | cannot yet give any final date for the building programme. We have received the
initial planning permits for a new classroom block and sports hall. The classroom block also contains a
library, science laboratory and staff room. As soon as we receive the next stage of approvals, | will
communicate this to the community and we should then be able to give a more definite starting date.

The current plan is to offer secondary school (Year 7 to Year 10) plus some primary classes. When we
have more clarity on what is happening, we will be asking primary parents whether they would like to
move to the new campus.

There will be an information programme held for parents of Year 6 students who are moving to Year 7
in September. | am delighted that the vast majority of our Year 6 students will be moving to the Rayyan
Campus for Year 7 and | thank parents for expressing their confidence in the school through
reenrolment.

Secondary School News

We have had a very busy month, dominated by our preparations for the Fashion Show and Art
Exhibition at the Grand Hyatt and for “Bugsy”. It has been a pleasure to witness the enthusiasm with
which the students have approached these extra-curricular events.

Cambridge “Checkpoint” tests were handled well by Year 9 and we are now awaiting feedback, with
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predictions for success on IGCSE courses. All year groups took NFER Tests which are useful indicators
and help us to see where our students should be at this stage in their academic lives. And- - - - yes - - -
we are now putting our thoughts together for end of year reports( for Years 7 and 8 since Year 9 had
reports at the end of Terms 1 and 2).

Mrs.Cottenden will be taking another group of students to visit the Sunbeam School in the next few
days. The children do find these visits both enjoyable and genuine social and emotional learning
experiences. It is undoubtedly beneficial that at this age they can empathise with those less fortunate
than themselves.

Drive in Movies gained a whole new dimension at Rayyan in May when Mr. Sharry set up ”The last of
the Mohicans”. As the stars came out, an appreciative audience enjoyed this modern classic — helped by
choc ices and other delicacies. Thanks to Mr. Sharry for his time and expertise.

Yet more thanks to the same teacher for facilitating a Junior Model United Nations, a vehicle in which
senior students develop their own roles as representatives of member states involved in disputes. A
salutary lesson for the diplomats of the real world on the last afternoon before half term.

Geoff Hazell
Rayyan Campus Principal

Secondary School Swimming Competitions

After the success of our recent school swimming gala it was now the turn of our swimmers to test
themselves against competitors from the other schools in the Doha area for the QUESS Swimming
Galas. The boys and girls competed in two separate competitions, with Miss McAinsh and Mrs Swift
kindly offering to help out at the all female event. After much encouragement and positive thinking they
were ready to compete. There were some exciting performances, those of note coming from Joanna
Hughes, Jericho Hatherly and Rachel Dunn, who were all placed in the top four. More importantly all
the girls had a great experience, some of them competing for the first time, but more than anything they
had lots of fun.

The boy’s tournament took place the following day with
Mr. Sharry and myself accompanying them. There was
much excitement on the way, with the nerves and tension
gradually rising. Once in the pool, however, the boys began
to relax and everyone was determined to swim their best.
We had many notable performances, especially in the U13
category where Jamie Coates and Riccardo Sala scored
good points for us with impressive swims. Our U13 relay
team were full of confidence going into their race and once
again we were treated to a great swim and a well deserved
2" place. At the end of the competition our U13 team
gained a creditable 3" place. Overall the school was placed
in 5™ position.

I am really proud of all of our swimmers and their achievements in our first QUESS swimming Gala —
well done to all of you.

We also entered the QUESS Badminton Tournaments. Congratulations go to lona Gibson who finished
7™ and Jeppe Laurson who finished 5". Once again both students performed to the best of their ability
and had a great deal of fun competing for the school. Steven Anderson and Hassan Tarig will compete
on Monday 7" June and we wish them all the best in their respective tournaments.

Lee Perry, P.E. Department
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Assessment at Compass International School (Primary)

On Sunday 6™ June, parents were invited to attend an information morning on assessment. The session
was run by Sarah Johnson, Head of Learning and Pauline Markey, Gharaffa Campus Principal. The
session outlined the aims of assessment at CISD and the variety of strategies and practices in place:

e At CISD our goal is to improve learning and raise student achievement through a variety of
assessment strategies.

o We integrate assessment into our teaching to identify where pupils are in their learning and
what steps are needed to move them on.

e This is known as FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT as it informs our daily practice.

Throughout the session, parents had the opportunity to ask questions
regarding the school’s assessment programme and even had a go at
assessing each other.

| These are some of the questions asked at the session:
Are children given | earning taf
Yes, Formative Marking (2 Stars and a Wish) gives feedback to children
as to what they did well and what they need to do next to move themselves
on in their learning.

How do parents know what a child should know in a specific Year
group?

Learning letters are sent with each new Unit, giving an overview of the skills to be covered in English,
Mathematics and the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) during that particular unit. A weekly
learning letter breaks this learning down further and informs parents of the learning for the coming
week.

The schools website includes curriculum standards for English, Mathematics and IPC. Follow the link
to download the learning by year group. http://www.cisdoha.com/ClassroomExperience/Curriculum/
Standards

What sorts of assessment methods are used at CISD and do they vary in year groups?

A range of assessment strategies are used including questioning,
discussion, peer assessment, formative marking and visual feedback.
Students are also involved in assessment and setting targets for
improvement. All strategies are used across the school in a range of
contexts.

We use terminology from the International Primary Curriculum when

assessing children and reporting on their progress:

Beginning - a simple understanding of the skill, the student is
experimenting with the skill but finds it a challenge

Developing - the student can perform the skill competently, and
confidently in a number of ways

Mastering - can apply the skill in a variety of ways competently and confidently can demonstrate the
skill to others

The Power Point presentation used to support this workshop is currently posted on the schools website
for any parents who were unable to attend and this provides further details on our approaches to
assessment http://www.cisdoha.com/ClassroomExperience/AssessmentReports. Hand outs from the
workshop are also available in the school reception area.

Pauline Markey Sarah Johnson
Gharaffa Campus Principal Head of Learning
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Welcome to the Primary Maths page

What has been happening in maths?

This edition is the turn of MP 2, Year 4 and MP 3 to showcase their work.

‘Measuring distance using a trundle wheel in Mrs. ‘Coordinates in Mrs. Mcdona
Burchell ds cl ass. : : :

‘Mr Maherds class workiing M spatNatermdsofcl ass carryin
:squared numbers. - during their data handling project. :

‘Mi s s Leemands class probliem sol vi
‘Mrs. Djed

- from nets.

- The Maths website is in work in progress, but
please feel free to check out what is there so
-far. If there is anything that you would par-
ticularly like to see on the website for maths
please ask.

By Wendy Daley Learning Improvement Leader for

: . o L . Maths
‘Mr s. Pi | ki i Brobtem olv/ingc | a:s's

:through ICT. :
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International Primary Curriculum Learning

This term, Year 1 have been learning about Toys, including the history of toys in their own country. Y1
Taylor were very busy sorting and classifying different types of toys suitable for a baby, a three year old
and a six year old child. They worked in groups to find pictures, cut them out and classify them. Each
team made a colourful poster to show their learning.

International Display

I hope that many of you managed to visit our International Display, in the Reception area, on the host
country Qatar. This month, we will be featuring a display on South Africa to coincide with the launch of
the new IPC World Cup units and of course the World Cup itself which is due to kick off in South
Africa on June 11" 2010. Thank you to our South African parents and staff for helping to organise this
and for contributing facts, pictures, artefacts and maps for the display.

I would really like parents to be involved in showcasing their country and sharing their culture and
traditions with us so International displays will be featured three times per term next year. | have
planned to feature countries as follows, simply because they represent our largest student groups in
school at present.

Term 1: Japan, USA and Denmark.
Term 2: India, Australia and the UK.
Term 3: Canada, Egypt and Holland.

If your country is listed, please try to bring some items back from your travels this summer to add to the
display. There will also be other opportunities to promote your country and culture during International
Week next year. | hope to make this a permanent feature in school so will plan to include different
countries the following year. Please contact either myself or Mrs Chomowicz
(1illdotchom@gmail.com ) our parent representative, for any other ideas or suggestions you have.

Ann Djedid
Learning Improvement Leader-1PC
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Year 5/6 QPPSSA Swimming Gala at Qatar Foundation

Thursday the 3™ of June was an exciting
day for the Year 5/6 swimming team as the
QPPSSA Swimming Gala had finally
arrived. After several weeks of training at
QIPCO Compound pool, we were finally
ready. The team consisted of: from Year 5
Jenna Du Plooy, Sammie Klinker, Puck
Vab de Ven, Alice Bergmark, Karla De
Villiers, Sean  Holmstrom, Jan
WatzeNijkamp , Loes Klinker . Year 6
Hassan Al-Khayat, Hinako Morohashi,
Dorien Verspui, Griffin Sharry, Tom
Roebers, Mike De Vries, Alvaro Cooper,
and Kristen Joshua.

The Swimming Gala was held at Qatar
Foundation in a 50 metre pool, which is a
big challenge for any ten and eleven year old. Notable performances included a first place for Griffen
Sharry in the breast stroke and a second place in the individual medley. For the girls Loes Klinker
gained a second place in the breast stroke 10 years old race, Karla De Villiers third place in the 10 years
old backstroke and Jenna Du Plooy third place in the 10 year olds front crawl. All great performances.

Overall the boys team was ranked 6™ and the girls team 8" out of ten schools. Mrs Markey was noted
for singing rather loudly and encouraging the children to cheer the team on and the event was well
supported by parents.

Thanks to Mr Nijkamp for all his hard work and we look forward to the competition next year.

Alistair Brett
PE Department.

General Information

Arrival Time  The school gates open at 7.00 AM and staff are available in covered areas to supervise
students. The bell rings at 7.20 AM and students may then move to their classes.
Please note that school starts at 7.30 AM and children are expected to be in their
classrooms ready to learn by then. We do understand that traffic in Doha can be a
challenge, but arriving late can not only disrupt your own child’s learning, but also the
learning of other students. Please make sure that your children arrive at school on
time.

Absence If your child is absent from school for any reason, please inform the Class Teacher /
Form Tutor or call the school office. This should be done before the event in the case
of a planned absence (e.g. holiday / visit to the dentist). For sickness, or other
unplanned absences, please send an explanatory letter when your child returns to
school.

Clothing We do expect all students to attend school in the appropriate school uniform. Please
ensure that all items of clothing and other personal belongings are clearly labelled with
your child’s name.

Road Safety Please take extra care when arriving and leaving school. Ensure that your children are
aware of the traffic and the dangers of crossing the road. For younger children, please
hold their hand to ensure they cannot run out in front of cars. If you are driving around
the school area, please be vigilant for children.
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Swimming

Snacks

Lost property

Spare uniform

Parking

Before School

Dehydration

Swimming is part of the school curriculum and children should be reminded to bring
their swimming costume and a towel. If children are too ill to swim, then a doctor’s
note should be provided and it likely that they should not be in school either if they are
so ill. We would certainly not expect them to go out to play if they are too ill to swim.
We do have a stock of spare swimming gear if children forget theirs.

Please provide your child with something healthy to eat at break times (e.g. fruit,
cereal bar, etc.) in a suitable container marked with their name. Please provide drinks
in containers other than glass, which can be dangerous. Children are encouraged to
drink water during lessons to ensure that they remain fully hydrated for optimal
learning.

There is a lost property box in the security office by the gate at school. If you lose
something, please check there in the first place. There are many items waiting to be
claimed.

At school we have a supply of spare school uniforms and swimwear which children
use as needed. Any donations of these items would be greatly appreciated.

Please take care when parking at the start and the end of the school day and ensure that
you follow the instructions of our security personnel. The car parks in front of the
Gharaffa Campus are for the use of school buses and staff only. Parents are asked to
use the roadside parking areas at the Rayyan Campus and the land next to the school at
the Gharaffa Campus. Please do not park opposite the Gharaffa Campus entrance as
this upsets our neighbours.

Students at Gharaffa may wait in the tented area inside the gate from 7 AM. Two
members of staff supervise the students and the students are expected to sit quietly and
sensibly at the tables whilst waiting for school to start.

The weather is extremely hot and primary students are not permitted to play outside.
Our School Nurses have spoken to every class in the school about the importance of
drinking water throughout the day. Please continue to talk to your children on this
subject to avoid any problems in the hot weather.

Email Communications

If you did not get this newsletter by email, then please speak to Mrs. Helen Stevenson
(gharaffa@cisdoha.org) or Mrs. Kay Tilley (rayyan@cisdoha.org), our School Secretaries, and we will
add you to the mailing list.
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Dates for your Diary

Copies of the calendars for the term are available to download from the News & Info section of the

website.
Gharaffa Campus Rayyan Campus
June 2010 June 2010
Week 8 Week 8:
Awards: Cooperation Awards: Physical Education

Thu 10 FIFA World Cup Assembly with His Excellency
the Ambassador for South Africa 7.30 AM
Y5/Y6 Disco

Week 9

Awards: Languages

Sun 13 Coffee morning 7.30 AM
Class Parents meeting

Tue 15 Poetry Evening

Wed 16 EY2 Kavanagh Class Assembly7.30AM
Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM

Thu 17 Y6 Burchell Assembly 7.30 AM
ECAs finish

Week 10
Awards: Adaptability
Sun 20 Globetrotter end of year celebration
Staff end of year dinner
Mon 21 New EY1 parents information morning
Tue 22 Year 6 end of year lunch at The W Hotel
Wed 23 Y2 Jose Class Assembly 7.30 AM
Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM
Thu 24 Dutch Assembly 7.30 AM

Week 11
July 2010
Thu 01 Non-uniform Day
Leavers Assembly 12.30 PM
School Reports

ART WEEK

Mon 07 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM
Thu 10 ECAs finish

Week 9

Awards: Thoughtfulness

Sun 13 Bugsy Malone Dress Rehearsal
Mon 14 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM
Tue 15 Bugsy Malone Performance
Wed 16 Bugsy Malone Performance

Week 10
Awards: Music
Mon 21 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM

Week 11

Awards: Leavers’ Assembly

Wed 30 Dedication of the Julian Cottenden
Environmental Garden

July 2010

Thu 01 Non-uniform day
Leaver’s Assembly 12.30 PM
School Reports

Term Dates 2010 / 2011
Term 12010/ 2011

Sunday 19 September 2010
14 — 18 November 2010
Thursday 23 December 2010

Term Starts
Eid Al Adha*
End of term

(* Dates subject to change in line with declared official holidays in Qatar)

Term 2 2010/ 2011
Monday 02 January 2011 Term Starts
20 — 24 February 2011 Half Term
Thursday 14 April 2011 End of Term
Term 32010/ 2011
Sunday 01 May 2011 Term Starts
Thursday 30 June 2011 Term Ends
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Miscellaneous

We are always available to consult with parents about your children, so please do not hesitate to contact
the school if you have any queries. If you do wish to speak to your child’s Class Teacher, the Head of
Campus or the Head Teacher, then it is advisable to make an appointment. Teachers cannot come out of
classes except in an emergency. Your cooperation in this area is appreciated.

Head of School: Mr. John Todd head@cisdoha.org
Telephone: +974 6869304

Gharaffa Campus:

Principal: Mrs. Pauline Markey p.markey@cisdoha.org
Secretary: Mrs. Helen Stevenson gharaffa@cisdoha.org
Telephone: +974 4877 445 Fax: +974 4877 446
Rayyan Campus:

Principal: Mr. Geoff Hazell rayyanprincipal@cisdoha.org
Secretary: Mrs. Kay Tilley rayyan@cisdoha.org
Telephone: +974 4114288 Fax: +974 4877 446
School Website: www.cisdoha.com

Thank you for your continuing support.

John Todd
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Compass International School Doha

The School 6s Mi

Learning Well, Enjoying Life,
Exceeding Expectations.

The School 6s VI

To be a successful school, recognised
around the world for excellence.

The school 6s Defl i

Learning Is making connections
between new and existing knowledge,
skills and understanding to adapt to
our changing world.
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